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DAV IN NEWS

~ Simmi Juneja, Prmclpal ‘of D.A.V Public School, Thane

talks about “Coding™ becoming the next universal language

In the current global scenario, we are
facing unprecedented social, cconomic
and  envirommental  challenges
driven by accelerating globalization
and a faster rate of technological
developments. At the same time,
those forces are providing us with
myriad new opportunities for human
advancement. It is a time 1o reimagine
and reorient the spectrum of education
by reinforcing curiosity, imagination,
resilience and  self-regulation. To
prepare our students for the world
intelligence, ~robotics,
machine leaming and Coding, an armay
of opportunitics have emenged. One
such innovative platform provided
by HT Codeathon, has brought an
amazing transition in the mindsets of
learners - The Coding Mindset. This
reflects & gradual d\,\vh[lmcnl of

of artificial
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another language, and children adapt
quickly 10 leam new languages faster
than older people. Besides giving
them a quick stant for the future of
work, compared 10 other forms of
numeric sciences, leaming to code
can enhance children’s creativity and
builds logical thinking as it requires a
focus on solving a specific challenge
This teaches children 1o evaluate
situations from different perspectives
and propose creative solutions and also
helps them 1o find diverse substitules.
Coding enhances collaborative and
communication skills the skills
of 2ist Century. Jeannette Wing, a
renowned computer science researcher

coined the term computational
thinking to denote attitudes and
skills, including  problem-solving

and amalyzing systems, that can be

m It is an agricultural bot that is designed to aid farmers to manage

their farms in villages efficiently, while continuing to enjoy the

benefits of migrating to cities.

m This farming robot is completely autonomous and is an integration of the plowing

robot, the pumping system and the farm truck robot.

® The robot has been created
using Arduino, it is Bluetooth
enabled and can be controlled by
an e-farming app named ‘Agribot’
which has been developed espe-
cially by our team.

® Due to its unmanned nature, it
can help in utilizing the 12% uncul-
tivated land where human settie-
ments are not possible.

m Our robot aims to productively
contribute in the ‘Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Sinchai Yojna'.

m It helps in reducing suicide rate
in farmers, whose major cause is
high levels of debt, due to the
reliance on traditional and
extremely laborious farming meth-
ods.

m There is about 6% of uncultivat-
ed land in India that can be
converted into tillable land, which
is @ whopping 96,00,000 hectares!
m We bagged second prize for this
robot in the ‘make your own robot"
competition organized by Lion's
Club, Thane,

major at Arizona State University. The
workshop received an overwhelming
response by the students and parents.
To develop as a coder, we require
persistence, effort and patience. As
educators, we are committed 1o helping

m The Agribot is a trio of three robots. The plowing robot consists of 2 motors
programmed in such a way that after one forward and backward moment, it

stops automatically.
= The

robot draws water from the well on the farm. A pump is

irrigation
immersed into the well which is further connected to a pipe.
m The farm truck robot has two arms that can pick up the waste products, or
help in the transport of substances from one place on the farm to another.

m The truck has a specially designed track that ensures its smooth functioning

without clashing with any other equipment.

Sanisa Parag
Patrikar,
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Codinq . The Next Universal Language

n the current global scenario,

we are facing unprecedented

soclal, economic and environ-

mental challenges driven by
nccelerating globalisation and a
faster rate of technological devel-
opments. At the same time, those
forces are providing us with myriad
new opportunities for human ad
vancement. It is a time to reimagine
and reorient the spectrum of edu-
cation by reinforcing curiosity, imag-
ination, resilience and self-regula.
tion.

To prepare our students for the
world of artificial intelligence, ro-
botics, machine learning and Coding.
an array of opportunities have
emerged. Theso opportunities bring
an amazing transition in the mind-

sets of learners - The Coding Mind.
set. This mindset reflects a gradual
of computer pro-

The Coding Mindset reflects a

persisting in the face of errors,
being resourceful and collaborating

gramming knowledge and strategies
including analysing systems, solving
problems, persisting in front of er-
rors, being resourceful and collabo-
rating

Coding is just another language,
and children adapt quickly to learn
new languages faster than older peo-
ple. Besides giving them a quick start
for the future of work, compared to

other forms of numeric sciences,
learning to code can enhance chil
dren’s creativity and bullds logical
thinking as it requires a focus on solv
ing a specific challenge. This teaches
children to evaluate situations from
different perspectives and propose
creative solutions and also heips them
to find diverse substitutes. Coding en-
hances collaborative and communi-
cation skills - the skills of 21st Cen-
tury.

Jeannette Wing. a renowned
computer science researcher coined
the term computational thinking 10
denote attitudes and skills, Including
problem-solving and analysing sys
tems, that can be drawn from funda-
mental concepts of computer science.

DAV Thane recently conducted
‘Inception of Coding” workshop by
our proud alumnus Madhav Shar.
ma, Computer Science major at Ari-
zona State University The workshop
roceived an overwhelming response
by the students and parents.

To develop as a coder, we ro
quire persistence, effort and pa-
tience. As educators, we are com-
mitted to helping every learner de
velop as a holistic personality, fulfil
his or her potential and shape a shared
future built on the well-being of in-
dividuals, communities and the world

THE PEN ISN'T MIGHTIER THAN THE SWOR
— - —

ver played rock-paper-scis-
sors? I'm sure you have. It

can be a source of endless

fun, predicting what your

the play, whose strings are held by
the player's palms. We've all grown
up amidst indisputable and bemusing
proverbs, one among them being

opponent might choose and then
mold your hand into a response
accordingly, that too in a matter of
seconds. The rock, the seemingly
toughest of them all, is defeated by
the fragile and humble paper, who in
turn surrenders in front of the victo-
ry combination of the index and mid-
dle fingers. Completing the cycle, the
pair of scissors is smashed by the
rock.Which one, do you think is the

_——

-/
mightiest? You'd probably say none,
as each cancels other out. But I'd
say that invincible is the hand that
knows when to form a rock, a paper
and a pair of scissors. It's not those
juvenile hand gestures that are pow-

"The pen is mightier than the
sword." | disagree. Yes, pens can
move minds without touching them,
whereas swords can silently tarnish

someone physically. But the one who

grips a sword or a pen by evaluating

the situation, is in my

eyes, the true winner.
SANISA PATRIKAR,

School is a kind of a tiny world, which gi

futed this statement, with the burden of a huge S)X
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of school life, which

But now,

scem like a distant g
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B efore the pandemic, a majority of us would have re-

in English language to express our lo)
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miss 3
ing scrambie Into the assembly hall, beisg careful to hide
from the PT teachers who'd otherwise catch us with long.
unkept nails. We miss jostli way towards th

after exhausting lectures, stuffing ourselves with not-so-
healthy snacks. We miss almost blowing up the science lab
and bunking classes occasionally We miss those silly pun-
ishments we got when we forgot our homework. We long to
run barefoot on the soft grass of the playground again, and
ignore the bell that signals the end of the PT period. Oh that
bell! Our ears crave for that shrill ringing. which was a mu-
sic o the ears when rung at the end of the last pe- o g
riod. Dear school, without you, these virtual class-

s seem bland and life is at a standstill. But I'm sure
we are about to climb your expecting steps soon.
Sanisa Patrikar, class X, D.AV Public School, Thane

Q: What are your views on National
Education Policy?

The NEP, erected on the pillars of
'Access, Equity, Quality, Affordability
and Accountability’ has laid the path
for reforms in both school and higher
education. As it is comprehensive,
farsighted and focusing on vocational
education, learning will now be more
enjoyable, integrative and holistic.
It's indeed a welcome move with the
muttilingua flexibility, where each
Language is given its due importance
inour diverse country with a comu-
copia of languages. Framed with an
eye on the future, | wish this curricu-
lar overhaul creates well-rounded
individuals with new age skills.

Q: How does DAV's mission of
blending Vedic values and
technology benefit the students?
Aristotle once said,' Educating the
mind without educating the heart is
no education at all'. Instilling in our
young minds our rich Vedic values,
DAY ethos and principles is as indis-

== <3 B THE EDUCATIONIST ===~
‘Any curriculum change
should be holistic in nature’

Simmi Juneja, principal of DAV Public School Thane, with years of experience in
the field of education shares some interesting insights in this interview. Excerpts:

It is definitely not as easy as it
sounds. Being a principal, | always
follow the principle of being resilient
and converting every adversity into
an opportunity. To begin with, it is
ensured that the teachers prepare
high quality digital lessons and
addressing their technical issues is
given priority.We periodically conduct
counselfing sessions for the students
and parents fortheir physical,emo~
tional and psychological well-being.
To conclude, | am trying to support
and guide all the stakeholders during
the pandemic.

Simmi Juneja, Principal

pensable as imparting educationto @ What are your views on CBSE's

match with the advancement in tech-  decision of syllabus reduction?

nology and globalisation. This enables | think CBSE had made such a deci

them not only to have a holistic sion considering the smdenu:espg-

development but also make them cially those who have remote possi-

responsible citizens, ready to face bility of attending virtual dlasses. It

the challenges of future. would be a relief even to those
attending virtual classes.

Q: How did you prepare your

teachers, students and parents for AS told to Sanisa Patrkar, class X, D.AV. |

online education?

Public School, Thane I
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Satvika Vyavhare

DAV School, Thane ==
Thane city topper St

any fixed method
or timetable
while studying. |
wish to take up a
career in
research and
pure sciences.”
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GBSE TOPPERS ROCK

Name: Satvika Vyavahare

Board: CBSE
School: DAV
Public School,
Thane

Percent: 99

The true secret of
success lies in just
giving your best and
not worrying about the results. A sheet
of paper cannot define our future, only
our determination can.
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